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DISTRICT  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
COUNTY  OFFICES, 

HAVERFORDWEST. 

August,  1952. 


To  the  Haverfordwest  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Report  upon  matters  affecting 
the  public  health  for  the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1951.  This  is  my 
fifth  Annual  Report. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  total  population. 

The  number  of  births  remains  substantially  the  same  as  for  the 
preceding  year.  The  Birth-Rate  for  the  District  is  considerably  higher 
than  the  average  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  Illegitimate  births  remains  the  same  as  for  1950, 
but  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  Still-births. 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  total  number  of  deaths  over  the 
preceding  year.  This  is  reflected  in  the  fall  in  the  Crude  Death-Rate  from 
12.1  to  11.8  per  1,000  of  population.  The  Death-Rate  for  the  District 
compares  favourably  with  the  average  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England 
and  Wales. 

There  has  been  a large  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  of 
Infants,  i.e.,  children  under  one  year  of  age.  This  is  disturbing  and 
should  be  noted  by  the  appropriate  authority. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  has  risen  steadily  over  the  past 
three  years.  There  appears  to  be  no  way  of  reducing  the  mortality  from 
this  disease,  apart  from  early  diagnosis.  The  facilities  for  early  diag- 
nosis are  not  adequate. 

The  number  of  Violent  Deaths  remains  substantially  the  same  as 
for  the  preceding  year.  A classification  of  these  deaths  is  given  in  the 
appropriate  section  of  the  Report. 

The  number  of  fresh  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  remains  the 
same  as  for  the  preceding  year,  but  there  was  a large  decrease  in  the 
number  of  deaths  from  this  disease.  After  two  full  years,  a case  of  Diph- 
theria occurred.  This  should  make  parents  realise  that  Diphtheria  has 
not  yet  been  totally  abolished,  and  that  it  is  essential  to  maintain  the 
high  standard  of  Immunity  obtained  over  the  past  ten  years. 

A study  of  the  milk  sampling  statistics  will  show  a continued  rise 
in  the  standard  of  cleanliness  of  this  vital  food.  The  figure  of  85% 
satisfactory  samples  in  1951  probably  represents  a peak  which  will  be 
difficult  to  surpass. 
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A study  of  the  chapter  on  Water  Supplies  will  show  how  vast  the 
Council’s  .'ater  undertaking  really  is.  It  is  important  that  water  services 
to  any  particular  area  should  not  be  completed  until  the  Council  are 
reasonably  sure  that  the  supply  is  adequate.  The  failure  of  an  established 
water  service  leads  to  special  public  health  dangers.  The  supply  of  piped 
water  also  brings  serious  drainage  problems.  The  quality  of  the  water 
supply  in  the  District  was  again  controlled,  during  the  year,  by  bac- 
teriological and  chemical  sampling. 

The  Housing  Programme  continued  to  make  strong  progress  during 
the  year.  The  waiting  list  for  re-housing  has  been  reduced  considerably. 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  47  families  were  transferred  from  hutments 
at  Withybush  to  Council  houses  at  Merlin’s  Bridge.  The  provision  of 
old  persons’  bungalows  in  the  Housing  Programme  will  also  meet  a 
great  need. 

The  considerable  progress  on  Sewerage  Schemes  has  been  cur- 
tailed by  econorhic  conditions.  I must,  however,  stress  the  importance 
of  a major  scheme  for  Broad  and  Little  Haven,  particularly  Little  Haven. 
A scheme  in  this  area  is  most  essential  in  the  interests  of  public  health. 

With  the  growth  of  large  housing  estates  in  the  District,  and  the 
presence  of  several  large  villages,  I regret  the  Council’s  decision  not  to 
employ  a rodent  operator.  Rodent  infestation  can  be  detrimental  to  the 
health  of  the  people,  as  well  as  being  an  economic  liability.  Prevention 
is  better  than  eradication. 

Part  II  of  this  Report  was  prepared  by  your  Chief  Sanitary  Officer, 
and  it  reflects  the  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  efficiently  by  him  and 
his  staff. 

I wish  to  thank  the  members  and  officials  of  the  Council  for  their 
combined  co-operation. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  J.  Y.  SPEEDY, 


District  Medical  Officer. 
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PART  1 


VITAL  STATISTICS  AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY 
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♦STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1951. 

(*  Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1950.) 

1.  Estimited  Mid-year  Population  21,560  (21,330) 

2.  Natural  Increase  in  Population  -1-116  (+  116) 

(Births  minus  Deaths) 

3.  General  Birth-Rate  17.2  (17.5  ) 

4.  Still  Birth-Rate  0.51  ( 0.37) 

5.  Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  0.92  ( 0.92) 

6.  Crude  Death-Rate  11.8  (12.1  ) 

7.  Corrected  Death-Rate  11.9  (12.3  ) 

8.  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  51.0  (26.7  ) 

9.  Cancer  Death-Rate  1.8  ( 1.8  ) 

10.  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death-Rate  0.18  ( 0.42) 

11.  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.04  ( 0.09) 

12.  Notification  Rate  of  Measles  24.3  ( 2.0  ) 

13.  Notification  Rate  of  Whooping  Cough  6.1  ( 0.5  ) 

14.  Notification  Rate  of  Scarlet  Fever  0.33  ( 0.33) 

15.  Notification  Rate  of  Pneumonia  0.69  ( 0.46) 

16.  Notification  Rate  of  Diphtheria  0.04  ( Nil  ) 

17.  Notification  Rate  of  Poliomyelitis  Nil  ( 0.05) 

18.  Notification  Rate  of  Dysentery  0.55  ( Nil  ) 

19.  Notification  Rate  of  Enteric  Fever  Nil  ( Nil  ) 

20.  Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  0.83  ( 0.80) 

21.  Notification  Rate  of  Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  0.14  ( 0.18) 

22.  Notification  Rate  of  Paratyphoid  Fever  0.69  ( Nil  ) 

23.  Notification  Rate  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  0.04  ( Nil  ) 

24.  Notification  Rate  of  Meningococcal  Meningitis  0.04  ( Nil  ) 

25.  Notification  Rate  of  Erysipelas  Nil  ( 0.14) 


7 


BIRTHS  AND  BIRTH-RATES. 


Classification  of  Births  : — 

Live  Births  Still  Births 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

....  181 

171 

352 

5 

6 

11 

Illegitimate 

12 

8 

20 

— 



— 

193 

179 

372 

5 

6 

11 

Total  Births  for  1951  383  (382) 

Live  Births  for  1951  372  (374) 

Still  Births  for  1951  11  ( 8) 

Illegitimate  Births  for  1951  20  ( 20) 


General  Birth-Rate  for  District  for  1951  17.2  (17.5) 

General  Birth-Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951  15.5  (15.8) 


Still  Birth-Rate  for  District  for  1951  0.51  (0.37) 

Still  Birth-Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1951  0.36  (0.37) 


Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  for  District  for  1951  0.92  (0.92) 

Discussion  of  Birth  Statistics. 

The  General  Birth-Rate  for  the  District  has  fallen  slightly  over  the 
preceding  year.  The  Rate,  however  is  still  a good  deal  higher  than  the 
average  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  has  increased  considerably,  and  is  a good 
deal  higher  than  the  average  Rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 
The  following  Table  shows  the  number  of  Still  Births  each  year  over 


the  past  5 years  : — 

1947  15 

1948  17 

1949  10 

1950  8 

1951  11 


The  Illegitimate  Birth-Rate  remains  the  same  as  for  the  previous 
year.  The  annual  number  of  Illegitimate  Births  over  the  past  5 years  is 


as  follows  : — 

1947  28 

1948  28 

1949  21 

1950  20 

1951  20 


It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there  is  a gradual  decline  in  the  num- 
ber of  Illegitimate  Births. 
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DEATHS  AND  DEATH-RATES. 
Classification  of  Deaths  : (Registrar  General)  : 

1.  Diseases  of  Heart  and  Circulatory  System  

M. 

46 

F. 

35 

Total 

81 

2. 

Cancer  (all  forms)  

28 

16 

44 

3. 

Diseases  of  Brain  and  Nervous  System  

14 

13 

27 

4. 

Communicable  Diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis) 

10 

9 

19 

5. 

Violent  Deaths  

12 

2 

14 

6. 

Diseases  of  Kidneys  and  Urinary  System  

9 

4 

13 

7. 

Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  (excluding 
Infectious  Diseases,  Tuberculosis  & Cancer) 

7 

4 

11 

8. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

2 

3 

5 

9. 

Congenital  Malformations  

2 

3 

5 

10. 

Diseases  of  Digestive  System  

3 

— 

3 

1 1. 

Non-.^ulmonary  Tuberculosis  

— 

1 

1 

12. 

Unclassified  or  Ill-defined  

14 

19 

33 

Total  147  109  256 


General  Death-Rate. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  in  the  District  during  the  year 


Females  109 

Males  147 


Total  256  (258) 


General  Death-Rate  for  the  District  for  1951  11.8  (12.1) 

General  Death-Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951  12.5  (11.6) 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a small  decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
deaths  and  in  the  Death-Rate.  This  is  satisfactory  when  the  average  Rate 
for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  is  increasing. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  number  of  Deaths  and  Death- 
Rates  over  the  past  5 years  ; — 


1947  251  12.8 

1948  240  11.7 

1949  236  ll.l 

1950  258  12.1 

1951  256  11.8 

Deaths  according  to  age-groups  : — 

0 — 1 years  18 

1 — 15  years  6 

15  — 30  years  8 

30  — 50  years  16 

50  — 70  years  66 

70  1-  136  (54.4%) 


Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  deaths  of  Infants  (i.e.,  children  under  1 year  of  age) 
took  place  during  the  year 


Males  7 

Females  11 


Fotal  18  (10) 
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Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  District  for  1951  51.0  (26.7) 

Infantiile  Mortality  Rate  for  England  & Wales  for  1951  ...  29.6  (29.8) 

There  was  a large,  and  disturbing,  increase  in  the  number  of  Infant 

Deaths  during  the  year.  An  analysis  of  these  deaths  shows  that  5 occurred 
within  the  first  24  hours  of  birth,  8 within  the  first  week,  and  17  within 
the  first  3 months. 

The  chief  causes  of  these  Infant  Deaths  were  Pneumonia  (5),  De- 
velopmental defects  (4),  and  Prematurity  (3).  One  death  was  due  to 
smothering  whilst  asleep  (accidental  asphyxia). 


Cancer  Mortality. 

The  following  deaths  from  Cancer  occurred  during  the  year 


Males  28 

Females  16 


Total  44  (39) 


Cancer  Death-Rate  for  1951  2.0 

Cancer  Death-Rate  for  1950  1.8 


It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  number  of  cases  of  Cancer  and 
the  death-rate  from  Cancer  have  increased  over  the  preceding  year.  This 
is  a tendency  which  is  occurring  throughout  the  whole  Country. 


The  following  table  shows  the  annual 
the  past  5 years  : — 

number  of 

cases  of  Cancer 

1947  

...  44 

1948  

...  42 

1949  

...  36 

1950  

...  39 

1951  

...  44 

Of  the  44  Cancer  deaths  in  1951,  21 

deaths  were 

associated  with 

Cancer  of  the  Alimentary  Tract,  and  7 were  associated  with  Cancer  of 
the  Lungs  and  the  Respiratory  System. 


Infectious  Diseases  Mortality.  ) See  later  Chapters 

Tuberculosis  Mortality.  ) of  Report. 


Violent  Deaths. 

The  following  Violent  Deaths  occurred  during  the  year: — 

Males  8 (9)  , 

Females  2 (2) 

Total  10  (11) 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  was  a slight  reduction  in  the  total  number 
of  Violent  Deaths  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  causes  of  the  above  deaths  were  as  follows  : — 


Road  Accidents  3 

Home  Accidents  2 

Work  Accidents  2 

Suicide  2 

Electrocution  (Accident)  1 

Total  10 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  : 


13  following  Infectious  Diseases  were 

notified 

M. 

during  the  year  : — 
F.  Total. 

Measles  

262 

263 

525 

Whooping  Cough  

76 

56 

132 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

8 

10 

18 

Pneumonia  

7 

8 

15 

Para-typhoid  Fever  

8 

7 

15 

Dysentery  (Sonne)  

5 

7 

12 

Scarlet  Fever  

4 

3 

7 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

— 

3 

3 

Diphtheria  

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  

— 

1 

1 

The  incidence  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  was  high,  especi- 
ally in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  these  diseases  were  complicated  by 
a form  of  Influenza.  Several  schools  in  the  District  had  to  be  closed 
for  short  periods. 

Tuberculosis  is  dealt  with  separately  in  a later  Section  of  this 
Report. 

The  fifteen  cases  of  Para-typhoid  Fever  occurred  in  Kensington 
Hospital,  St.  Brides  One  of  the  staff  was  affected,  the  lest  of  the  cases 
being  in  child  patients.  With  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  Dr. 
Llewellyn  Davies  and  Dr.  Kwantis  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
measures  were  taken  which  successfully  limited  the  extent  of  the  epidemic. 

Sonne  Dysentery,  which  is  a mild  type  of  Dysentery,  appears  to 
be  widespread  throughout  the  whole  country.  Twelve  cases  were  notified 
in  the  Rural  District,  although  this  probably  does  not  reflect  the  full  inci- 
dence of  the  disease.  Control  of  this  disease  necessitated  frequent  lab- 
oratory examinations  and  briefing  of  patients  and  contacts  upon  personal 
hygiene. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  remained  at  an  average  figure. 

After  two  years  free  from  Diphtheria,  a single  case  occurred  during 
the  year.  The  case  was  a mild  one.  and  was  diagnosed  by  laboratory  ex- 
aminations. Strict  precautions  regarding  isolation,  etc.,  were  taken,  and 
no  further  cases  arose.  The  fact  that  the  family  contacts  were  already 
immunised  probably  saved  several  further  cases. 


Mortality  from  Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  deaths  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  occurred  due  to  In- 
fectious Diseases  during  the  year  : — 


Pneumonia  12 

Influenza  5 

Measles  1 

Others  1 


Total  19  (23) 

It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  there  was  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  during  the  year. 


II 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Although  Tuberculosis  is  a Communicable  Disease  it  is  treated 
separately  because  of  its  sociaE  and  economic  importance. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

i e..  Tuberculosis  primarily  affecting  the  Lungs  and  Respiratory  System. 
Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  fresh  cases^  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


Males  8 

Females  10 


Total  18  (17) 


Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  0.83 

Notification  Rate  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  0.80 


The  age-groups  of  cases  notified  were  as  follows  : — 


0 — 5 years  1 

5 — 15  years  0 

15  — 30  years  8 

30  — 50  years  4 

50-t-  5 


Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  past  13  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  annual  notification  of  fresh  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  since  1938.  (The  statistics  for  some  of  these 
years  are  not  available) : — 


1938  24  cases. 

1943  .’ 25  cases. 

1944  26  cases. 

1945  23  cases. 

1947  19  cases. 

1948  16  cases. 

1949  14  cases. 

1950  17  cases. 

1951  18  cases. 


The  number  of  cases  has  been  below  20  for  the  past  5 years,  but 
there  has  not  been  a steady  decline  in  the  incidence  of  the  disease.  Re- 
duction in  the  waiting-time  for  admission  to  Sanatoria,  especially  of 
sputum-positive  cases,  would  undoubtedly  improve  the  statistics.  Apart 
from  this,  however,  a good  deal  of  preventative  work  can  still  be  done  by 
education  of  cases,  their  families,  and  the  general  public.  There  should 
be  little  danger  of  spread  of  infection,  where  a case  is  being  nursed  at  home, 
providing  the  patient  and  other  members  of  the  household  are  briefed  in  the 
hygienic  nursing  and  handling  of  the  case.  A summary  of  instruction  to 
be  given  to  patients,  and'  their  families,  is  set  out  in  Appendix  A to  this 
Report. 

As  regard.s  the  education  of  the  general  public,  the  facilities  pro- 
vided by  the  National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
(N.A.P.T.)  could  be  most  useful. 

Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  : — 


Males  2 

Females  3 


Total  5 (9) 

Death-Rate  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  0.18 

Death-Rate  for  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  0.42 


It  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a large  reduction  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 
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The  annual  number  of  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  over 
the  past  5 years,  is  as  follows  : — 


1947  12  deaths. 

1948  4 deaths. 

1949  13  deaths. 

1950  9 deaths. 

1951  4 deaths. 


Although  the  annual  deaths  have  fluctuated  to  quite  a large  extent, 
the  tendency  has  been  for  a reduction  over  the  5-year  period. 

Miniature  Mass  Radiography  (M.M.R.). 

The  second  visit  of  the  M.M.R.  Unit  to  Pembrokeshire,  for  the  use 
of  the  general  public,  took  place  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  As 
regards  Western  Pembrokeshire,  the  Unit  was  stationed  at  the  following 


centres  : — 

Milford  Haven  5 days. 

Haverfordwest  5 days. 

Fishguard  5 days. 

Neyland  2 days. 


The  Unit  would  have  been  centred  also  at  St.  Davids,  but  the 
electricity  supply  was  unsuitable. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  for  the  4 centres  mentioned  above  : — 


M. 

1^51. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

1949. 

F. 

Total 

Total  Examined  

1177 

1817 

2994 

711 

819 

1530 

Total  Abnormal  

131 

128 

259 

41 

47 

88 

Definite  Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

Suspected  Pulmonary  T.B. 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1 

4 

Healed  Pulmonary  T.B.  ... 

34 

46 

80 

14 

25 

39 

Bronchitis  

*34 

9 

43 

2 

4 

Abnormality  of  Chest  Wall 

27 

39 

66 

1 

1 

2 

Abnormality  of  Pleura  ... 

13 

8 

21 

6 

4 

10 

Heart  Disease  

6 

14 

20 

1 

5 

6 

Basal  Fibrosis  

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

Abnormality  of  Diaphragm 

2 

1 

3 

1 

3 

Chronic  Non-specific  Infec- 
fection  of  Lung  

2 

1 

3 

4 

— 

4 

Thyroid  Disease  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchiectasis  

8 

3 

11 

4 

1 

5 

Canoer  

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Pneumothorax  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  statistics  that  the  numbers  attending  for 
examination  at  the  second  visit  of  the  Unit  in  1951  were  almost  doubled. 
This  shows  that  the  Service  is  definitely  appreciated,  and  that,  providing  it  is 
regular,  the  numbers  making  use  of  it  will  increase, 
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Special  Study  of  Pulmonary  Tubf'rculosis  in  Western  Pembrokeshire, 

A special  study  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  in  Western  Pembroke- 
shire, over  a 3-year  period,  involving  130  cases,  has  been  made.  It  is 
hoped  to  produce  a detailed  Report  upon  this  Study  at  a later  date. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  mains  facts  which  emerge  from 
this  Study  : — 

1.  The  Incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  greater  in  males  than 
females. 

2 Well  over  50%  of  the  total  cases  were  in  persons  aged  15  to  35  years. 

3.  The  Classification  of  cases  according  to  occupation  gave  the  following 
occupations  as  the  most  dangerous  : — 

(a)  Housewives — 25  cases. 

(b)  Office  workers — 16  cases. 

(c)  School  children — 1 1 cases. 

The  number  of  Housewives  affected  (i.e.,  25)  represented 
almost  half  of  the  total  cases  amongst  females. 

4.  The  classification  of  site  of  residence  and  site  of  occupation  showed 
that  the  greatest  number  of  cases  were  urban-dwellers  and  urban- 
workers.  (in  so  far  as  the  larger  built-up  districts  in  Western  Pem- 
brokeshire can  be  classified  as  urban.) 

5.  Twenty-eight  (28)  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  registered 
over  the  same  3-year  period.  The  average  time  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  was  9 months. 

Mortality  was  greater  amongst  females  in  the  ratios  of  4 to  3. 

Over  50%  of  total  deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
in  the  age-group  15-35  years. 

NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS 

i.e..  Tuberculosis  affecting  the  Bones,  Joints,  Glands,  etc. 

Incidence  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

The  following  fresh  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified  during  the  year  : — 


Males  Nil 

Females  3 


Total  3 (4) 


The  incidence  over  the  past  5 years 

1947  

1948  

1949  

1950  

1951  

There  has,  therefore,  been  a steady  decline  in  this  disease  over  the 
past  5 years.  The  factors  which  largely  contribute  to  this  decline  are  : — 
(1)  The  continual  eradication  of  Tuberculosis  in  cattle,  and  (2)  the  higher 
hygienic  -tandard  in  production  and  handling  of  milk,  and  (3)  a greater 


volume  of  Pasteurised  milk. 

Notification  Rate  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  0.14 

Notification  Rate  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  0.18 

Mortality  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

There  was  one  (1)  death  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year,  as  compared  with  2 deaths  from  the  previous  year. 

Death-Rate  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1951  0.04 

Death-Race  for  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  1950  0.09 


has  been  as  follows  : — 
7 cases. 

6 cases. 

4 cases. 

4 cases. 

3 cases. 
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VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  vaccination  against  Smallpox  during 
the  year.  All  vaccinations  are  carried  out  privately  by  the  family  doctors 
concerned  : — 

Primary  Vaccination  : 


0 — 1 year  97 

1 — 2 years  4 

2 — 4 years  4 

5 — 14  years  6 

15+  years  6 

— 117 

Re*Taccinatioa  : 

0 — 14  years  3 

15+  years  14 

— 17 


Total  134  (138)* 

Smallpox  still  occurs  spasmodically  in  various  parts  of  the  County. 
It  is  essential,  therefore,  that  parents  be  continually  urged  to  have  their 
children  vaccinated. 

* Figure  in  brackets  is  for  1950. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
carried  out  in  the  District,  during  the  year  : — 

Sassional : 

Primary  Immunisation  ; 


0 — 5 years  88 

5+  years  15 

— 103 

Re-inforcem.ents  : 

5 — 10  years  43 

10  — 15  years  58 

— 101 

Private  : 

Primary  Immuni.sation  : 

0 - — 5 years  113 

5+  years  10 

— 123 

Re-inforcements  ; 

5 — 10  years  10 

1 1 + years  Nil 

— 10 


Total  337  (266)  * 

It  will  have  been  noted  earlier  that  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was 
notified  during  the  year.  It  is  therefore  essential  that  the  high  standard 
of  Immunisation  should  be  maintained.  Parents  (whose  chief  responsi- 
bility it  is)  should  be  continually  urged  to  have  their  children  immunised. 


The  following 

table  shows  the  decrease 

in  cases  and  deaths  in 

England 

and  Wales 

due  to  Diphtheria  since  the 

commencement  of  the 

intensive 

Immunisation  Campaign  in  1941  : — 

Year. 

No.  of  Cases. 

No.  of  Deaths. 

1941 

50,797 

2.641 

'945 

25,246 

694 

1947 

10,467 

245 

1950 

959 

49 

1951 

699 

32 

* Figure  in  brackets  is  for  1950. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES. 

Milk  Sampling. 

The  scheme  for  the  sampling  of  milk  supplies,  at  consumer  level, 
was  continued  during  the  year.  Samples  were  sent  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  general  bacteriological  examination.  The  Methylene  Blue 
Reduction  Test  was  the  routine  test  applied. 

The  results  of  sampling  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 

Satisfactory  233  samples  (85%) 

Doubtful  31  samples  (11.4%) 

Unsatisfactory  10  samples  (3.6%) 


Total  274  samples. 


In  addition  to  the  above,  69  samples  from  Schools  were  taken,  and 
results  forwarded  to  the  appropriate  department  of  the  County  Council. 

The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  milk  sampling  since  the 
commencement  of  the  scheme  : — 


Total  Samples. 

% Satisfactory. 

% Doubtful. 

% Unsatisfactory. 

1948 

162 

49.3 

24.6 

26.1 

1949 

374 

59.8 

25.5 

14.7 

1950 

258 

82.5 

10.8 

6.7 

1951 

274 

85.0 

11.4 

3.6 

The  percentage  of  satisfactory  samples  has  continued  to  rise  every 
year.  The  present  figure  of  85%,  however,  probably  represents  the  high- 
est standard  likely  tc  be  attained.  Orv  these  results  the  scheme  has  justi- 
fied the  time  and  trouble  spent  by  the  Public  Health  Department. 

Two  (2)  warning  letters  from  the  Council  were  issued  during  the 
year,  in  lespect  of  unsatisfactory  milk  samples. 

Biological  Sampling. 

Eight  (8)  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina- 
tion for  the  detection  of  specific  organisms.  These  samples  were  examined 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  A summary  of  the  result  is  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Samples. 

Organisms  Suspected. 

Result. 

2 

Dysentery 

2 Negative. 

5 

Tuberculosis 

( 4 Negative. 

( 1 Positive. 

Regarding  the  positive  Tuberculosis  case,  the  infected  animal  was 
traced  by  the  Veterinary  Department  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  and  was  slaughtered  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 


Rinsings. 

Thirty  bott’es  were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 


The  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Satisfactory  18 

Unsatisfactory  12 


There  is  room  for  improvement  in  this  respect.  It  appears  that  too 
many  of  our  distributors  are  depending  on  detergents  alone,  but  all 
bottles  and  utensils  should  be  subjected  to  “ Steam  Sterilization.” 


Registration  of  Distributors  : 

Number  of  Milk  Distributors  at  31st  December,  1951  8 

Classification  : Retailing  T.T.  Milk  3 

Heat  Treated  4 

Ungraded  1 
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Registration  and  Inspection  of  Dairies. 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  at  31st  December,  1951  4 

Number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year  92 

Number  of  warning  letters  to  Distributors  2 


The  estimated  amount  of  each  type  of  milk  consumed  in  the  District 


is  as  follows  : — 

Ungraded  48% 

Designated  35% 


Heat  Treated  17% 

WATER  SUPPLIES. 

General  Statistics. 


Number  of  occupied  premises  in  the  Rural  District 6655 

Number  supplied  with:  water  in  pipes  4673 

Percentage  of  dwellings  served  70.2 


These  figures  show  a tremendous  increase  on  those  quoted  last  year, 
when  the  number  of  dwellings  served  was  3,700,  making  a percentage  of 
55%  in  relation  to  the  total  number  of  dwellings  in  the  area  at  the  time. 

A very  interesting  survey  was  carried  out  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  under  review,  in  conjunction  with  the  Water  Engineer’s  Depart- 
ment. The  purpose  of  this  survey  was  to  ascertain  the  number  and  position 
of  properties  which  are  still  without  a piped  supply  of  water.  The  position 
to  date'  is  as  follows  : — 


Total  Occupied  With  Piped  Depending 


Parish. 

Premises. 

Water. 

on  Wells 

Ambleston  

94 

40 

54 

Boulston  

24 

13 

11 

Brawdy  

138 

96 

42 

Burton  

244 

206 

38 

Camrose  

216 

111 

105 

Castlebythe  

33 

2 

31 

Cathedral  Close  

8 

8 

— 

Dale  

67 

42 

25 

Fishguard  South  

94 

51 

43 

Freystrop  

83 

80 

3 

Cranston  

33 

5 

28 

Hamlet  St.  Martin  

64 

42 

22 

Hamlet  St.  Thomas  

29 

24 

5 

Haroldston  St.  Issells  

251 

237 

14 

Haroldston  West  

42 

4 

38 

Hasguard  

20 

4 

16 

Hayscastle  

75 

49 

26 

Henry’s  Mote  

55 

8 

47 

Herbrandston  

61 

46 

15 

Hubberston  

62 

47 

15 

Johnston  

196 

187 

9 

Jordanston  

34 

11 

23 

Lambston  

.54 

5 

49 

Llangwm  

367 

360 

7 

Letterston  

227 

214 

13 

Little  Newastle  

52 

25 

27 

Llandeloy  

65 

42 

23 

Llanfairnantygof  

127 

104 

23 

Llanhowell  

26 

10 

16 

Llanllawer  

18 

2 

16 

Llanrhian  

277 

188 

89 

Llanrithan  

11 

2 

9 

Llanstadwell  

310 

281 

29 
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Parish. 

Total  Occupied 

With  Piped 

Depending 

Premises. 

Water. 

on  Wells. 

Llanstinan  

79 

70 

9 

Llanwnda  

108 

5 

103 

Llanychaer  

38 

21 

17 

Manorowen  

42 

7 

35 

Marloes  

98 

73 

25 

Mathry  

166 

109 

57 

Moiwil  

24 

7 

22 

Nolton  

38 

17 

21 

North  Prendergas* 

103 

98 

5 

Pontfaen  

8 

2 

6 

Puncheston  

56 

33 

23 

Robeston  West  

27 

12 

15 

Roch  

109 

66 

43 

Rosemarket  

122 

101 

21 

Rudbaxton  

115 

64 

51 

St.  Brides  

35 

25 

10 

St.  Davids  

510 

352 

158 

St.  Dogwells  

98 

57 

41 

St.  Edrins  

17 

6 

11 

St.  Elvis  

1 

1 

— 

St.  Ishmaels  

114 

80 

34 

St.  Lawrence  

29 

15 

14 

St.  Nicholas  

51 

20 

31 

Spittal  

94 

73 

21 

Steynton  

248 

159 

89 

Talbenny  

58 

47 

11 

Treffgarne  

30 

16 

14 

Uzmaston  

71 

58 

13 

Walton  East  

34 

25 

9 

Walton  West  

182 

162 

20 

Walwyn's  Castle  

67 

37 

30 

Whitchurch  

266 

254 

32 

Wiston  

160 

80 

80 

It  IS  interesting  to  note  the  progress  made  by  the  Council  in  supply- 
ing the  district  with  water  over  the  past  10  years,  and  to  compare  the 
position  to-day  with  that  of  1942,  when  11,147  premises  were  supplied,  and 
to-day  the  figure  has  risen  to  4,673.  Again  in  1942,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-one  water  meters  were  installed,  but  to-day  the  number  is  1,259. 

Furthermore,  in  1942  not  a single  house  was  supplied  with  piped 
water  in  42  parishes,  and  to-day  only  9 parishes  are  left,  and  proposals 
are  under  consideration  for  supplying  these  outstanding  districts. 

The  Water  Committee  has  considered  already  the  sufficiency  of 
sources  of  supply,  and  when  the  work  now  in  progress  of  increasing  the 
capacity  of  the  reservoir  at  the  headworks  of  the  Prescelly  Water  Board  is 
complete  this  will  be  adequate  to  meet  the  demands  made  for  the  extra 
water  to  provide  the  parishes  referred  to. 
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In  addition  to  the  Prescelly  Water  Board,  further  sources  from  which 
the  district  receive  its  supply  are  Hotwells  Cdanrhyd  source,  the  Hook  and 
Llangwm  supply,  St.  Nicholas  Village  Supply,  R.N.A.D.,  Trecwn,  and  the 
St.  Davids  supply,  which  was  acquired  by  the  Council  recently. 

In  addition  to  the  schemes  in  progress  referred  to  in  last  year's  report, 
the  following  is  a summary  of  e.xtensions  completed  and  in  various  stages 
of  preparation. 


Remarks. 

1.  Hamlet  St.  Martin  Extension  Completed. 

2.  Porthgain  Extension  do. 

3.  Hillblock  Extension  do. 

4.  Johnston — Rosemarket  do. 

5.  Scolton — Leachpool  do. 

6.  Penfeidr — Blaenllyn  Tender  accepted. 

7.  Crundale — Wiston  do. 

8.  Thornton — Robeston  do. 

9.  Rosemarket — Burton  Out  to  Tender. 

10.  North  West  Coastal  do. 

11.  Skyfog — Middle  Mill  do. 

12.  Mathry  P^hosgrannog  do. 

13.  West  Midland  (Haroldston  Tongues)  do. 

14.  Jordanston — Llangloffan  do. 

15.  Cross  Cottage — Walton  East  do. 

16.  Ca.mrose — Keeston  do. 

17.  Treffgarne  Owen — Asheston  do. 

18.  Rosemarket — Llanstadwell  do. 

19.  Tangiers — Corner  Place  do. 

20.  Henderson  Corner — Woodbine  do. 

21.  Scleddau — Manorowen  do. 


Sampling. 

For  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  control  of  water  supplies  in  the 
Rural  District  the  Council  has  a contract  with  the  Public  Analyst  at  Car- 
marthen. Samples  arc  also  being  forwarded  to  the  Public  Health  Emer- 
gency Laboratory  at  Penllan  Road.  Carmarthen.  The  following  is  a sum- 
mary of  the  number  of  samples  taken  and  of  their  classification. 

Bacteriological.  Chemical. 

Satis.  Unsatis.  Satis.  Unsatis. 


Piped  Water  32  6 17  2 

Wells  and  Springs  13  2 3 1 
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FOOD  CONTROL, 


Registered  Premises. 

Number  of  registered  premises  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act ; — 


Ice-Cream  Premises  (sale  and  storage  only)  40 

Prepared  Food  Premises  10 

Knackers’  Yards  2 


Five  registrations  were  cancelled  due  to  the  occupier  discontinuing 
the  sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream,  but  nine  new  applications  were  received 
and  these  were  favourably  considered  by  the  Public  Flealth  Committee,  and 
finally  approved  by  the  Council.  The  registration  of  prepared  food  premises 
remained  the  sam.e  as  last  year. 


Number  of  inspections  made  71 

Foods  Condemned. 

Lemon  Curd  7 lbs. 

Spaghetti  1 lb. 

Salmon  5 lbs. 

Corned  Beef  6 lbs. 

Ham  120  lbs. 

Luncheon  Meat  120j!bs. 

Peas  5 lbs. 

Jam  7^1bs. 

Plums  6 lbs. 

Strawberries  49  lbs. 

Butter  2241bs. 

Milk  (tinned)  17  lbs. 

Cheese  ilb. 

Apricots  341bs. 

Beans  5 lbs. 

Damsons  1 lb. 

Carrots  2 lbs. 

Apple  Puree  8 lbs. 

Fruit  Salad  1 lb. 

Beetroot  4jlbs. 

Macaroni  10741bs. 

Tomatoes  3 lbs. 

Groats  3-Vlbs. 

Oranges  6 lbs. 

Cherries  13  lbs. 


Cafes,  Hotels,  Restaurants  and  Canteens. 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  district  which  cater  for  the  public 
remains  practically  the  same,  and  the  only  change  during  the  year  under 
review  was  the  change  of  tenancy  of  two  cafes.  It  is  also  true  that  the 
majority  are  only  operating  to  anything  like  full  capacity  during  part  of 
the  year  ; that  is  the  summer  months.  The  number  of  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year  was  thirty-eight.  A certain  routine  system  of  inspec- 
tion has  been  introduced  commencing  with  the  method  of  storing  the 
food,  the  condition  of  the  kitchen  and  dining  rooms.  In  every  room  the 
condition  of  the  floor,  walls  and  ceiling  is  noted,  distinguishing  between 
normal  trade  debris  and  dirty  conditions.  Particular  attention  is  directed 
to  the  detection  of  evidence  of  infestation  by  rats,  mice  or  insect  pests. 
The  drainage  and  ventilation  of  these  premises  are  also  matters  of  great 
importance,  and  in  particular  the  methods  introduced  for  washing  and 
sterilizing  the  utensils  and  equipment  used.  There  is  a tendency  these  days 
to  regard  the  introduction  of  detergents  as  an  alternative  which  is  equal  to 
sterilization  with  hot  water.  All  the  tenants  of  premises  who  cater  for 


21 


the  public  arc  asked  to  provide  an  ample  supply  of  hot  water  in  pipes. 
The  carrying  of  hot  water  from  an  adjacent  source  is  not  a satisfactory 
arrangement.  Whenever  po.ssible  the  sanitary  accommodation  for  staff 
should  be  separate  from  customers’  accommodation,  and  this  should  be 
equipped  with  wash-hand  basins  with  a supply  of  both  hot  and  cold  water. 

Knackers'  Yards. 

The  number  of  yards  within  the  district  remains  the  same.  They 
are  situated  at  Wiston  Mountain  and  Camrose  respectively. 

Inspections  during  the  year  proved  that  the  premises  are  kept  in  a 
reasonable  slate  of  cleanliness,  and  no  action  was  necessary. 

Food  Poisoning. 

Nil  to  report 


Ice-Cream  Supplies. 

The  scheme  for  the  general  basteriological  sampling  of  Ice-Cream 
was  continued  during  1951.  Testing  and  reporting  were  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Carmarthen.  The  results  of  sampling  dur- 


ing the  year  are  as  follows  : — 

Grade  1.  (Highly  Satisfactory)  24  samples. 

Grade  II.  (Satisfactory)  9 samples. 

Grade  III.  (Doubtful)  6 samples. 

Grade  IV.  (Unsatisfactory)  3 samples. 


Total  42  samples. 


The  annual  results  of  Ice-Cream  Sampling  since  the  beginning  of 
the  scheme  in  1949  are  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Percentage  Samples 
Highly  Satis,  and 
Satis. 

Percentage 

Samples 

Doubtful. 

Percentage 

Samples 

Unsatis. 

Total 

Samples 

taken. 

1949 

25.0% 

32.1% 

42.9% 

28 

1950 

71.0% 

11.6% 

17.4% 

69 

1951 

78.5% 

14.4% 

7.1% 

42 

There  has  been  a very  considerable  rise  in  the  standard  of  cleanli- 
ness in  Ice-Cream  si-nce  the  commencement  of  the  sampling  scheme. 


Mineral  Waters. 

There  is  one  Mineral  Water  factory  in  the  District.  Samples  of 
rinsings  and  finished  products  were  taken  from  this  factory  during  the 
year.  These  samples  were  reasonably  satisfactory,  but  the  Health  Depart- 
ment is  not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  hygienic  conditions  prevailing  at 
these  premises. 

Bakehouses. 

Total  number  in  operation  at  31st  December,  1951  II 


Number  of  Inspections  made  31 

Preliminary  Notices  served  1 

Prelim'nary  Notices  complied  with  1 


We  had  occasion  during  the  year  under  review  to  draw  the  attention 
of  the  occupier  and  owner  of  a bakehouse  at  Letterston  to  the  unsatisfac- 
tory state  of  the  premises.  The  building  itself  was  old  and  poorly  adapted 
for  the  purpose  of  baking  bread,  and  to  render  the  premises  suitable  would 
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entail  very  considerable  expense.  Consequently  the  occupier  bought  other 
premises  in  the  village,  and  proposals  have  been  submitted  for  the  con- 
version of  a building  to  a bakery.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  alterations 
v.'ere  in  progress,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  proposals  will  be  completed 
during  the  early  part  of  the  new  year. 

Speaking  generally,  apart  from  the  one  referred  to  above,  the  con- 
ditions at  the  bakeries  can  be  classified  as  satisfactory.  We  do  find,  how- 
ever, that  the  provisions  of  the  bye-laws  made  by  the  Council  under  Section 
15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  not  observed  to  the  extent  they 
should.  The  handling  of  bread  during  delivery  calls  for  greater  care  on 
the  part  of  the  personnel  employed.  vSteps  are  beingi  taken  to  inspect  all 
vans  being  used  for  the  delivery  of  bread,  and  the  owner’s  attention  is 
drawn  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  bye-laws. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  new  houses  completed  by  the  Council  in  1951  169 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1951  179 

Estimated  number  of  Council  Houses  to  be  completed  in  1952  259 


Number  of  temporary  housing  units  taken  over  by  the  Council  in  1950  Nil 
The  following  is  a summary  of  all  Housing  controlled  by  the  Coun- 
cil at  31st  December,  1951  : — 


Permanent  Houses  : 

Council  Houses  526 

Acquired  Houses  2 

Temporary  Houses  ; 

Prefabricated  Huts  Nil 

Temporary  Bungalows  10 

Ex-W.D.  Huts  (No.  of  family  units  accommodated)  49 

Requisitioned  Premises  3 

The  following  is  a summary  of  private  building  in  the  District  during 
the  year  : — 

No.  of  New  Houses  completed  -3 

No.  of  Houses  under  construction  at  31st  December,  1951  ...  27 


Re-Housing  and  Overcrowding. 


No.  of  applicants  for  Re-housing  at  1st  January,  1951  718 

No.  of  applicants  for  Re-housing  at  31st  December,  1951  ...  488 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  1st  January,  1951  (est.)  197 

No.  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  31st  December,  1951  (est.)  ...  186 


(It  will  be  appreciated  that  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  correct 
answer  regaiding  the  number  of  houses  overcrowded  unless  a circular 
letter  is  forwarded  to  each  householder  at  a given  date  and  comparing 
the  results  with  the  number  of  rooms  available  in  each  house  from  the 
housing  records.) 

Estimated  number  of  overcrowded  cases  relieved  during  the 

year  47 

No.  of  families  re-housed  by  the  Council  during  the  year ; — 

In  Council  Houses  169 

In  Hutments  Nil 

In  requisitioned  premises  Nil 
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The  following  is  a summary  of  all  families  houses  by  the  Council 


as  at  31st  December,  1951  : — 

In  Council  Houses  526 

In  Temporary  Homes  (ex-R.A.F.  Huts)  49 

In  P.  and  N.  Bungalows,  Trecwn  10 

In  requisitioned  houses  3 

In  acquired  houses  1 


Adaptations  and  improvements  are  in  progress  to  one  of  the  acquired 
houses,  and  this  will  be  occupied  during  the  early  part  of  1952. 


Repairs,  Inspections,  etc. 

Total  number  of  Housing  Inspections  during  the  year  1467 

Permanent  Houses  1173 

Temporary  Hutments  284 

Drainage  Tests  79 

Surveys  for  Sewerage  Schemes  (premises  inspected)  927 

No.  of  Intimation  Notices  for  Repairs  served  II 

No.  of  Intimation  Notices  for  Repairs  complied  with  8 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  for  Repairs  served  Nil 

No.  of  cases  taken  to  Court  Nil 

Demolition,  Closing  Orders,  etc. 

No.  of  Time  and  Place  Notices  served  21 

(Under  Section  11,  Housing  Act,  1936.) 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  2 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  carried  out  1 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  Nil 

No.  of  Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  for  human 

habitation  3 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  outstanding  at  31st  December.  1951  16 

No.  of  cases  where  proposals  for  Repairs  were  accepted  3 


Temporary  Housing  Sites. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  temporary  housing  sites  con- 
trolled by  the  Council  ; — 


Site. 

No.  of  Huts. 

No.  of  Families. 

Conditions. 

Withybush, 

Site  7 .. 

2 

2 

Fair. 

Withybush, 

Site  1 1 

1 

2 

Fair. 

Hayscastle 

Technical 

— 

— 

Cleared. 

Hayscastle 

Domestic 

5 

5 

Fair. 

Solva.  Site 

1 

25 

Fair. 

Solva,  .''ite 

3 

?2 

13 

Fair. 

Talbenny 

2 

f 1 Hut  po 

( and  1 fai 

Trecwn 

10 

10 

54 

59 

• 

One  of  the  achievements  insofar  as  housing  is  concerned  is  the  im- 
plementation of  the  Council's  resolution  to  provide  perm.anent  houses  for 
families  accommodated  in  ex-R.A.F.  huments  on  Sites  7 and  11,  Withy- 
bush.  It  is  hoped  that  further  progress  will  be  made  during  the  coming 
year  to  clear  all  the  remaining  sites  now  under  the  control  of  the  Council 
of  licencees.  No  fewer  than  36  families  were  moved  to  the  Merlins 
Bridge  Housing  Estate  from  Site  7,  Withybush,  and  13  families  from 
Site  11.  The  remaining  families  made  their  own  private  arrangements, 
and  with  the  exception  of  two  family  units  on  both  sites,  all  the 
licencees  from  these  particular  sites  have  been  re-housed. 
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Old  Age  Pensioners. 

Another  feature  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Programme  was  the 
consideration  given  to  providing  homes  for  “ Old  Age  Persons.”  For 
this  purpose  a site  was  acquired  at  Letterston,  on  which  two  cottages  of 
low  category  are  situated.  The  proposals  include  the  re-housing  of  these 
two  families  and  to  demolish  the  cottages.  Work  is  now  in  progress  of 
building  eight  bungalows  on  this  site  to  provide  accommodation  for  Old 
Ago  Persons,  and  it  is  proposed  to  let  these  Bungalows  at  a rent  of  10/- 
per  \yeek  inclusive  of  rates.  There  is  a demand  for  similar  accommoda- 
tion in  other  districts,  and  the  Council  has  resolved  to  give  consideration 
to  building  a certain  number  of  these  bungalows  on  future  housing 
estates. 


General, 

Although  no  statutory  action  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1936, 
was  taken  by  the  Council  to  carry  out  repairs,  no  less  than  fifty-three 
premises  were  rendered  fit  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  consultations 
with  the  owners  concerned. 

It  was  stressed  to  the  owners  when  they  were  interviewed  regarding 
proposals  for  repairs,  the  importance  of  maintaining  all  available  accom- 
modation, and  one  must  give  credit  to  the  response  made  by  the  owners 
in  consequence  of  such  interviews. 

In  addition,  therefore,  to  the  number  of  new  houses  provided  by 
the  Council  there  has  been  a general  uplifting  of  the  standard  of  accom- 
modation within  the  area. 

Furthermore,  action  was  taken  under  Section  138  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  as  amended  by  Section  30  of  the  Water  Act,  1945,  to  provide 
water  in  pipes  to  premises  used  for  human  habitation.  No  appeal  was  made 
by  any  of  the  owners  concerned  against  the  notices  served,  and  they  were 
complied  with  in  each  case  either  by  ihe  owner  or  in  default  this  was 
carried  out  by  the  Council  and  re-charged  to  the  owner.  Total  number  of 
notices  served — thirty-two. 

It  is  one's  experience  that  with  the  introduction  of  a water  supply 
to  various  villages  it  follows  automatically  that  the  inhabitants  are  also 
anxious  to  introduce  water  carriage  system  of  sanitation,  and  applications 
for  the  contraction  of  cesspits  are  approved  subject  to  the  distance  from 
the  dwelling  being  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  Bye-Laws. 


Category. 

As  Ihe  result  of  the  improvements  and  repairs  referred  to  above 
and  the  provision  of  169  new  houses  by  the  Council  during  the  year  the 
classification  of  dwcliings  within  the  area  is  as  follows  : — 


Category  1 28% 

Category  2 5.5% 

Category  3 37% 

Category  4 19% 

Category  5 10.5% 


Before  leaving  the  housing  section  of  this  Report,  there  is  one  prob- 
lem which  causes  a great  deal  of  anxiety  to  the  Public  Health  Department, 
and  that  is  the  increasing  number  of  families  “ squatting  ” on  the  Withy- 
bush  Sites,  which  are  not  under  the  control  of  either  the  Haverfordwest 
Rural  or  the  Borough  Councils.  There  are  at  the  present  lirne  thirteen 
families  on  these  sites.  Twenty-nine  adults  and  forty-one  children  are 
involved.  The  condition  of  the  huts  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  leaves 
much  to  be  desired,  and  immediate  anti-squatter  action  should  be  taken 
by  the  various  Government  Departments  who  are  in  control  of  these  sites 
to  avoid  further  families  taking  advantage  of  this  typo  of  premises  for 
alternative  accommodation. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Total  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Factories  Act  168 

Number  of  inspections  made  45 

Number  of  Notices  served  (Preliminary)  I 


Classification  of  Factories  within  the  Rural  District  : — 


Bakehouses  

Blacksmiths  

Boot  Repairers  

Carpenters  

Tailors  

Potato  Crisps  

Woollei  Factories  

Water  Works  

Mineral  Waterworks  

Laundry  

Battery  Charging  

Butter  Factory  

Corn  Mill  

Mechanical  Engineers  

Grass  Drying  Plants  

Quarries  

Concrete  Block  Manufacturers 

Gasworks  

Milk  Factory  

Mechanical  Knitter  

Shipyard  

Saw  Mills  

Aerodrome  

Exchange  

Coal  Yard  

Builders’  Yards  

Gravel  Pit  

Saddler  

Clog  Maker  

Bicycle  Repairs  

Unclassified  

Electrical  Assembly  Workshop 
Clay  Pottery  


With  Power. 

10 

6 

2 

13 

1 

1 

3 

4 
1 


Without  Power. 

4 
15 

5 

27 

10 


3 — 

1 — 

3 — 

22  — 

2 — 

5 — 

5 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

— I 

— 5 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 1 

— 4 
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OUTWORKERS. 

Notification  has  been  received  of  the  following  persons  employed 
as  outworkers  : — * 

Mrs.  J.  Wilson,  2,  Broad  Haven  House,  Nr.  Haverfordwest  : 

Employed  by  the  Niddvale  Hand  Knitwear  Company,  Knares- 
borough. 

Mrs.  Fowler,  41,  Barham  Road,  Treewn  : 

Employed  by  the  Albion  Mills,  London  Road,  Macclesfield. 
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GENERAL  HYGHENE  AND  SANITATION. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

Two  lorries  are  now  operating  full  time  on  the  collection  of  house 
refuse  in  the  area.  The  second  lorry  of  ten  cubic  yards  capacity  was 
delivered  in  .July.  The  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse 'is  collected 
has  greatly  increased,  and  the  percentage  of  dwellings  now  enjoying  this 
facility  is  in  the  region  of  58%.  Moreover,  wheras  hitherto  in  many  areas 
we  were  only  able  to  arrange  for  a fortnightly  collection,  the  scheme  has 
now  been  extended  to  cover  weekly  visits  to  practically  all  the  villages. 
Each  lorry  covers  on  an  average  950  miles  per  month.  The  personnel 
employed  consists  of  two  drivers  and  four  loaders.  These  men  are  also 
responsible  for  the  control  of  the  refuse  tips.  We  have  been  fortunate 
during  the  year  in  having  a considerable  quantity  of  earth  from  various 
districts  (in  particular  where  building  operations  are  in  progress)  and  this 
has  resulted  in  a|  greater  degree  of  controlled  tipping  being  introduced  at 
the  various  refuse  tips. 

Sewerage  Disposal. 

This  is  another  aspect  of  Public  Health  work  where  considerable 
progress  was  made  during  the  year.  The  position  appertaining  to  the 
various  schemes  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Ainbleston. 

Detailed  Scheme  sent  to  the  Ministry.  Advertisement  of  Council’s 
proposals  inserted  in  local  Press,  and  no  objection  received.  This  informa- 
tion will  be  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  in  due  course. 

Broad  and  Little  Haven. 

Owner  of  treatment  works  site  has  now  agreed  to  sell  the  land  and 
instructions  have  been  given  to  the  Council’s  solicitor  to  purchase.  De- 
tailed drawings  of  the  scheme  have  been  received  from  the  Engineers  and 
these  have  been  sent  to  the  Ministry. 

Dale. 

Contract  signed  and  work  in  progress.  Schedule  of  house  connec- 
tions in  course  of  preparation  by  the  Engineers. 

Scleddau — Fishguard  South. 

Contract  signed  and  v/ork  in  progress.  Arrangements  in  hand  to 
convene  a meeting  with  the  owners  of  property  on  line  of  sewer,  in  order 
to  explain  and  discuss  the  house  connections. 

Herbrandston. 

Contract  signed  and  work  in  progress.  Arrangements  in  hand  to 
convene  a meeting  with  the  owners  of  property  in  line  of  sewer,  in  order 
to  explain  and  discuss  the  house  connections. 

Hook. 

Outline  scheme  being  prepared  by  the  Engineers. 

Johaslon. 

Contract  signed  and  work  in  progress.  Arrangements  in  hand  to 
convene  a meeting  with  the  owners  of  property  on  line  of  sewer,  in  order 
to  explain  and  discuss  the  house  connections. 

Lcttcc'.s(on. 

Trunk  Main  and  disposal  works  completed.  House  connections 
practically  completed,  and  to  date  86  connections  have  been  made. 

Llangwni. 

Tender  of;  Messrs.  William  Bowers  and  Co.  (Hereford),  Md.,  being 
checked  by  the  Engineers,  which  will  be  forwarded  afterwards  to  the 
Welsh  Onice  for  approval. 
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Lianstadwell. 

The  date  of  the  Public  Inquiry  has  been  fixed  by  the  Welsh  Office, 
viz.,  24th  January,  1952. 

Merlins  Bridge. 

Amended  drawings  of  the  Village  Scheme  submitted  to  the  Welsh 
Office.  The  Council  are  now  awaiting  the  approval  of  this  scheme  by  the 
Department  in  order  to  go  to  tender. 

Rosemarket. 

Welsh  Office  approval  in  principle  received.  Engineers  have  been 
instructed  to  prepare  detailed  scheme. 

Slade  Lane. 

Detailed  scheme  in  course  of  preparation.  Haverfordwest  Borough 
Council  have  agreed  to  accept  the  sewage  into  their  main  sewer. 

Solva. 

District  Valuer's  negotiated  price  for  Treatment  Works  land  re- 
ceived, but  the  Council  are  still  awaiting  negotiated  figures  for  land  for 
Pumping  Station.  Approval  of  outline  scheme  received,  and  the  En- 
gineers are  now  preparing  detailed  plans  and  specifications. 

St.  Davids. 

Scheme  in  progress,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  “Trunk  Main” 
has  been  laid.  House  connections  schedules  in  course  of  preparation  by 
the  Engineer. 

Steynton. 

Preparation  of  outline  scheme  in  hand  by  the  Council's  Engineer. 


General. 

Immediately  a sewerage  scheme  is  available  in  any  district,  it  is  of 
paramount  importance  that  full  use  should  be  made  of  this  amenity  to 
convey  the  sewage  of  all  properties  to  the  disposal  works  for  treatment. 
With  this  in  view  the  Council  resolved  many  years  ago  that  it  should  pay 
all  the  cost  of  connections  from  the  main  sewer  to  the  boundaries  of 
properties,  and  also  to  pay  half  the  cost  of  all  work  within  the  boundaries. 
This  must  be  classified  as  a very  generous  attitude  which  the  Council 
adopted,  but  it  is  rather  ironical  to  report  that  this  “ generosity  ” on  the 
part  of  the  Council  has  not  been  appreciated  by  the  majority  of  property 
owners  where  schemes  are  being  introduced. 

In  view  of  this,  the  Council  are  considering  rescinding  the  resolu- 
tion referref  to  above,  and  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  to  implement  Sections  39  and  47  of  the  Act. 
The  suggested  new  policy  will  result  in  the  general  body  of  ratepayers  be- 
ing relieved  of  paying  any  proportion  of  the  cost  of  connections  (apart 
from  conversions).  It  has  the  disadvantage  that  cesspits  will  still  remain 
in  operation  unless  it  can  be  proved  that  conditions  exist  which  are  pre- 
judicial to  health. 

General  Nuisances. 

No.  < f Intimation  Notices  served  for  Abatement  of  Nuisances  ...  39 

No.  of  Inspections  carried  out  92 

No.  of  Abatement  Notices  served  2 

Both  the  Abatement  Notices  were  complied  with  within  the  speci- 
fied time. 
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Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

No.  of  premises  disinfected  for  Infectious  Disease  18 

Disinfection  of  premises  2 

Rodent  Control. 

No.  of  campaigns  carried  out  20 

Analysis  of  campaigns  : — 

Local  Authority  tips  2 

“rivate  Dwellings  53 

Business  Premises  *.  6 

Sewerage  Works  1 

No.  of  inspections  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  242 

Trained  operatives  employed  by  the  Council  1 

(part-time) 


The  appointment  of  a full-time  operative  was  considered  by  the 
Council  following  representations  made  by  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer 
that  the  existing  organisation  was  inadequate.  The  Divisional  Rodent 
Officer  attended  a Council  meeting  and  stressed  the  importance  of  arrang- 
ing for  the  area  to  be  inspected  and  to  secure  that  as  far  as  practicable 
that  the  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  Many  Councillors  spoke 
against  the  appointment  of  an  extra  official  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  inspections  of  farms,  etc.,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  another  department 
— the  Pembrokeshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  has  an  adequate 
staff  for  this  purpose. 

It  was  finally  resolved  that  no  appointment  be  made  at  the  present 

time. 

Sanitation  in  Public  Places. 

Further  improvements  were  carried  out  in,  certain  instances  by  way 
of  conversion  of  the  pail  system  of  sanitation  to  the  water  carriage  arrange- 
ment, and  with  the  progress  made  with  the  various  sewerage  schemes  in 
our  area  it  is  hoped  that  by  the  end  of  the  coming  year  a good  percentage 
of  all  public  places  in  the  major  villages  will  be  properly  equipped  with  a 
satisfactory  means  of  sanitation. 

Again  the  same  procedure  was  followed  during  the  year  by  working 
in  co-operation  with  the  Licensing  Authorities  in  so  far  as  Public  Houses 
are  concerned,  and  joint  inspections  are  made,  and  joint  representations 
submitted  to  the  authorities  concerned. 


Salvage. 

This  item  was  not  ignored  during  the  year  under  review,  although 
the  Council  is  aware  that  in  a Rural  District  of  this  nature  it  is  practi- 
cally impossible  to  carry  out  this  work  without  recurring  losses.  We  are 
satisfied  that  a considerable  amount  of  salvage  was  recovered  from  our 
area  because  certain  private  contractors  took  to  this  work  when  the  paper 
mills  sent  representatives  to  this  area  to  arrange  for  the  collection  and 
disposal  of  waste. 

In  so  far  as  the  amount  recovered  by  this  local  authority  six  and  a 
half  tons  of  waste  paper  was  forwarded  to  the  mills,  and  two  tons  nine 
hundredweights  of  scrap  metal  was  disposed  of  to  the  local  merchants. 

No  action  was  taken  regarding  the  collection  of  kitchen  waste,  but 
here  again  the  school  canteens  and  other  canteens  of  Government  Depart- 
ments have  made  arrangements  with  local  farmers  for  the  collection  of 
swill,  etc. 


29 


National  Assistance  Act — Burial  of  the  Dead. 

The  Council  was  called  upon  to  implement  the  provisions  of  the 
above  Act  in  three  instances  during  the  year,  one  of  which  was  as  a 
result  of  an  accident  to  oi  German  employed  in  the  area  who  was  fatally 
injured  on  the  Dale  road,  and  the  other  two  were  bodies  washed  ashore 
on  South  Hook  Beach  and  Dale  Beach  respectively. 


Camp  Sites. 

During  1951  the  Council  considered  the  provision  of  licensed  camp- 
ing sites  at  Newgale,  where  in  previous  years  the  use  of  land  on  either 
side  of  the  road  tended  to  create  traffic  congestion  during  the  summer 
season. 

Two  sites,  at  Southwood  and  Chapel  Farm,  Newgale,  have  been 
licensed  and  much  improvement  resulted.  A piped  water  supply  has  been 
provided  at  the  Southwood  site. 

It  is  o be  hoped  that  the  Council  will  continue  this  policy  in  other 
parts  of  the  district,  particularly  at  Whitesands  Bay,  St.  Davids,  and  Caerfai 
Bay,  St.  Davids,  where  increasing  numbers  of  caravans  and  tents  are 
being  stationed  each  summer. 


Public  Conveniences. 

With  the  completion  of  the  convenience  at  St.  Davids,  the  number 
provided  by  the  Council  within  the  Rural  District  is  nov/  four.  These  are 
situated  at  Broad  Haven.  Newgale,  Whitesands  and  St.  Davids.  It  is  also 
proposed  to  proceed  with  further  Public  Conveniences  at  Dale  and  Llan- 
gwm.  In  the  case  of  Dale  the  siting  of  the  building  has  been  under  con- 
sideration, and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  the  convenience  at  the  rear  of  the 
“ pumping  station  ” which  is  now  under  construction  for  the  sewerage 
scheme. 

In  common  with  other  authorities,  we  are  concerned  with  the  con- 
tinuous mis-use  made  of  these  buildings,  resulting  in  disfiguring  and  even 
tearing  and  ripping  the  locks.  The  following  arrangements  are  in  opera- 
tion for  maintaining  the  convenience  in  a clean  state  : — 

St.  Davids — Part-time  Caretaker. 

Newgale — Part-time  Caretaker. 

Whitesands — Controlled  by  the  Parish  Council. 

Broad  Haven — Controlled  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 
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APPENDIX  A. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  — MESSAGE  FROM  M.O.H. 

It  is  my  desire,  and  I am  sure  the  desire  of  everyone,  to  see  the 
scourge  of  Tuberculosis  swept  from  our  land.  To  do  this  the  Health 
Authorities  require  the  co-operation  of  the  whole  community,  and  parti- 
cularly the  co-operation  of  persons  in  the  house  where  a case  of  Tuber- 
culosis occurs. 

The  sputum  (spit)  carries  the  Tuberculosis  germs,  and  therefore  the 
disease  may  be  spread  by  spitting,  coughing  or  sneezing.  Also  any 
article  which  comes  in  contact  with  the  mouth  may  become  infected,  i.e., 
cup,  spoon,  fork,  etc.  Therefore,  the  following  measures  should  be  taken 
when  a person  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  is  being  nursed  at  home  : — 

1.  The  Patient  should  have  a separate  bed  and  separate  bedroom. 

2.  The  bedroom  should  be  well  ventilated,  i.e.,  plenty  of  fresh  air. 

3.  The  patient  should  have  a special  pot.  tin  or  other  receptacle, 
into  which  he  or  she  can  dispose  of  their  spit.  This  receptacle 
should  contain  a strong  disinfectant. 

4.  Each  patient  should  have  their  own  domestic  utensils  for  feed- 
ing purposes,  e.g.,  cup,  plate,  knife,  fork,  spoon,  etc.  If  neces- 
sary these  utensils  should  be  specially  marked,  and  they  should 
be  washed  separately  from  other  household  utensils.  Before 
washing  these  utensils  they  should  be  soaked  for  10 — 15  minutes 
in  boiling  water. 

5.  The  patient's  personal  clothing  and  bed-clothing  should  be 
disinfected  before  washing,  and  if  possible  washed  separately. 
This  applies  particularly  to  handkerchiefs. 

If  possible  the  patient  should  use  paper  handkerchiefs,  which 
can  be  destroyed  by  burning  after  use. 

6.  Other  persons  in  the  house,  especially  children,  should  be 
examined  regularly  at  the  Chest  Clinic  to  ensure  that  they  have 
not  been  infected. 

If  all  these  things  are  faithfully  attended  to,  as  far  as  circumstances 
permit,  then  we  can  look  forward  to  a steady  decrease  in  Tuberculosis. 

If  you  require  any  assistance  or  advice  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis, 
or  any  other  Infectious  Disease,  please  send  a letter  to  my  office,  or  call 
personally  to  see  me. 

W.  J.  Y.  SPEEDY, 

District  Medical  Officer. 


County  Offices, 
Haverfordwest. 
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APPENDIX  B. 


The  following  special  messages  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
have  been  printed  on  Rate  Demand  Notes  : — 

Home  Safety. 

Do  vou  know  that  hundreds  of  fatal  accidents  occur  in  the  home 
every  year  in  the  United  Kingdom  ? The  majority  of  these  accidents  in- 
volve children — particularly  infants  and  toddlers. 

The  commonest  causes  of  these  accidents  are  burns  at  open  fires 
and  scalds  from  the  upsetting  of  saucepans., 

Every  open  fire  should  be  protected  by  a fireguard — this  prevents 
an  infant  getting  at  the  fire,  and  also  prevents  live  coals  or  sparks  coming 
out  of  the  fire.  All  saucepans  or  utensils  used  in  cooking  should  have 
their  handles  turned  inwards  to  prevent  accidental  spilling,  and  to  be  out 
of  reach  of  a toddler’s  hands.  Hot  water  bottles  in  baby’s  bed  or  cot 
should  always  have  at  least;  one  blanket  between  baby  and  the  hot  water 
bottle.  All  electric  switches  and  power  plugs  should  be  out  of  reach  of 
infants  ; or  if  that  is  impossible  they  should  be  so  constructed  that  “ live  ” 
points  cannot  be  touched.  (Fittings  of  this  nature  are  available).  Knives, 
glassware  and  crockery  should  be  put  out  of  baby’s  reach. 

The  life  and  safety  of  your  infant  depends  upon  you.  If  you  value 
that  life,  then  these  matters,  and  many  others  which  your  common- 
sense  will  indicate,  should  be  strictly  attended  to. 

Measles  and  Whooping-Cough.  ^ 

Measles. 

Measles  starts  with  a running  nose,  which  lasts  for  3 — 4 days,  and 
is  followed  by  the  measles  rash.  Other  signs  are  watery  eyes,  hard  dry 
cough,  loss  of  appetite  and  general  “ out  of  sorts  ” feeling. 

Discharges  from  the  nose  and  mouth  contain  the  measles  “ germ  ” 
and  are  therefore  infectious. 

If  your  child  shows  these  signs  and  symptoms  you  should  do  the 
following  : — 

1.  Keep  him  in  the  house. 

2.  Protect  him  from  bright  light. 

3.  Keep  him  warm. 

4.  Do  not  allow  him  to  mix  with  other  children. 

5.  Call  the  Nurse  or  Doctor. 

During  the  time  the  nose  is  running  is  the  most  infectious  stage, 
and  your  child  is  then  a great  danger  to  other  children.  Also  remember 
that  there  can  be  serious  complications  with  measles,  especially  under  the 
age  of  2 years.  By  paying  attention  to  the  points;  already  mentioned  you 
may  prevent  these  complications. 

The  Measles  “ germ  ” can  be  transmitted  by  toys,  books,  household 
utensils  and  clothing. 

Whooping  Cough. 

Whooping-Cough  is  an  infectious  disease  which  comes  on  slowly, 
and  may  last  for  several  weeks.  In  the  typical  case  the  child  develops 
the  “ whoop,”  from  which  the  disease  gets  its  name.  However,  in  many 
cases  the  child  does  not  develop  a “ whoop,”  although  still  suffering  from 
Whooping-Cough. 

The  earliest  sign  of  Whooping-Cough  is  that  the  child  starts  to  cough 
during  the  night  whilst  sleeping.  If  your  child  persistently  coughs  through 
the  night  you  should  do  the  following  : — 
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1.  Keep  him  in  the  house. 

2.  Keep  him  warm  and  protected  from  cold. 

3.  Do  not  let  him  mix  with  other  children. 

4.  Call  in  the  Nurse  or  Doctor. 

Disclidiges  from  the  mouth  and  throat  contain  the  Whooping-Cough 
“ germ.”  Every  time  the  child  coughs  these  “ germs  ” are  shot  out  into 
the  air. 

Whooping-Cough  is  not  a deadly  disease,  but  may  weaken  the  chest 
for  life  if  precautions  are  not  taken. 


Vaccination. 

Compusory  Vaccination  against  Smallpox  was  withdrawn  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  1949,  and  has  now  been  made  a voluntary  act  the 
same  as  Diphtheria  Immunisation.  There  are  many  good  reasons  why 
parents  should  continue  to  have  their  children  vaccinated.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  reasons  : — 

1.  Young  persons  entering  certain  professions  and  trades  are  required 
to  be  \accinated,  e.g.,  Health  Services,  Forces,  Overseas  employment. 
If  vaccination  has  been  carried  out  in  infancy,  then  re-vaccination  is 
a simple  procedure  and  produces  a good  immunity.  If,  however, 
these  persons  have  not  been  immunised  as  infants  then  Primary  Vac- 
cination can  be  an  unpleasant  and  inconvenient  experience. 

2.  Many  countrias  throughout  the  world  insist  that  persons  entering 
them  from  the  United  Kingdom — whether  on  business  or  pleasure — 
must,  be  vaccinated  before  being  allowed  to  enter  the  country.  Here 
again  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  such  persons  to  have  been  vaccinated 
in  infancy. 

3.  Smallpox  is  prevalent  in  many  foreign  countries  and  with  the  passage 
of  ships  and  aircraft  between  these  countries  and  the  Unted  Kingdom, 
there  is  always  the  danger  of  the  disease  being  imported.  Several 
outbreaks  of  Smallpox  during  the  past  two  years  have  been  due  o 
this  cause.  Fortunately,  as  a result  of  the  old  Compulsory  Vaccina- 
tion, there  is  still  a high  level  of  immunity  to  the  disease  in  the 
United  Kingdom.  However,  if  vaccination  of  infants  is  now  neglected, 
a generation  will  arise  which  is  no  longer  immune,  and  an  imported 
case  of  Smallpox  would  then  have  widespread  and  serious  results. 

Your  family  doctor  will  arrange  to  carry  out  Vaccination  free  of 
charge,  at  your  request. 


Disposal  of  Household  Refuse. 

Household  refuse  contains  a good  deal  of  waste  food,  which  is  ideal 
for  germs,  flies,  other  insects  and  vermin  to  feed,  breed  and  multiply. 
Sore  troats,  tummy  upsets  and  infected  sores  are  a few  of  the  ailments 
which  ca.i  be  caused  by  germs  breeding  in  refuse  and  later  transmitted  to 
food  by  flies.  In  years  to  come  refuse  may  be  proved  to  be  the  source  of 
much  present-day  sickness. 

Germs  can  only  gain  access  to  refuse  if  it  is  left  exposed  to  the  air. 
Therefore  it  is  most  desirable  that  refuse  should  be  kept  in  a container 
with  an  airtight  lid  so  that  the  germs  and  insects  cannot  get  it. 

The  Council  is  doing  all  it  can  to  provide  a refu.se  collection, 
although  the  dilFiciiitics  arc  mimcn.se.  Where  refuse  is  collected  a special 
effort  should  be  made  to  get  the  refuse  to  the  Council's  refuse  vehicle. 
Where  this  is  not  possible  refuse  should  be  either  burnt  or  buried. 

Attention  to  this  matter  will  result  in  an  improvement  in  the  health 
of  the  family  and  the  community. 
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NE.V  LEGISLATION  AND  OFFICIAL  PUBLICATIONS. 

1.  The  Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951. 

This  Act  received  the  Royal  Assent  during  the  year,  and  came  into 
force  on  the  1st  November,  1951.  This  gives  local  authorities  additional 
powers  in  controlling  the  use  of  filling  materials  for  upholstering  purposes. 
It  forbids  the  use  of  filling  materials  to  which  the  Act  applies  for  such 
purposes  as  upholstering  and  the  stuffing  or  lining  of  bedding,  toys  and 
baby  carriages  except  on  premises  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

Premises  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured  or  stored  must  be  licensed 

by  a local  authority.  Where  local  authorities  refuse  to  licence  or  grant 
renewals,  the  applicant  has  the  right  to  appeal  to  the  Ministry. 

One  of  the  main  purposes  of  this  legislation  is  to  prevent  the  sale 
or  use  of  unclean  filling  materials. 


2.  The  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

In  this  Act  local  authorities  have  new  powers  for  controlling  the 
conditions  under  which  the  sale  of  pet  animals  takes  place.  All  Pet  Shops 
must  be  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority,  and  applications  for  licences  may 
be  refused  on  the  grounds  that  conditions  in  the  shops  are  not  satisfactory. 

The  selling  of  pet  animals  in  a street  or  public  place  is  prohibited 
unless  such  sales  are  not  conducted  from  a stall  or  barrow  in  a market. 

Officials  of  Local  Authorities  are  advised  to  co-operate  with  other 
officials  concerned,  and  in  particular  with  the  Inspector  of  the  R.S.P.C.A. 

3.  Official  Publications. 

(a)  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations  1947-51. 

Provision  of  Thermometers — siting  and  fitting — Control  Thermometers. 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1949.  Part  II. 

Improvement  of  Housing  Accommodation — Practice  Notes. 

(c)  Circular  MF  3/51. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937  and  1948. 

Federal  Republic  of  Austria  Official  Certificate. 

(d)  Circular  M.F.  4/51.  Standard  for  Orange  Squash. 

(e)  Circular  M.F.  5/51.  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Approved  Oxidising  and  Preservative  Agents. 

(f)  Circular  M.F.  6/51.  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 
1937  and  1948.  Cyprus  Official  Certificate. 

(g)  Circular  M.F.  7/51.  Meat  Products  and  Canned  Meat  (Amendment) 
Order,  1951. 

(h)  Circular  M.F.  8/51.  The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 
Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949  and  1950 — Dating  of  Licences. 

(i)  Housing  Act,  1949  (Registration  of  Conditions)  Rules,  1951.  Made 
5th  February,  1951,  came  into  operation  15th  February,  1951. 

(j)  Circular  M.F.  10/51.  Standards  for  Cream. 

(k)  Circular  M.F.  11/51.  The  Dried  Egg  ((Control  of  Use)  (Revocation) 
Order.  1951. 
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(l)  Circular  M.F.  12/51.  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 

1937  and  1948.  Republic  of  Portugal.  Official  Certihcale. 

(m)  Circular  M.F.  13/51.  Meat  Products. 

(n)  Circular  M.F.  15/51.  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 

1937  and  i948.  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg  ; Official  Certificate. 

(o)  Circular  M.F.  16/51.  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations, 

1937 — 1948.  Republic  of'  Itaiy  : Official  Certificate. 

(p)  Circular  M.F.  17/51.  Standards  for  Meat  Paste  and  Meat  Spread, 
and  Fish  Paste  and  Fish  Spread. 

(q)  Circular  M.F.  18/51.  The  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Amendment)  Act, 
1951. 

(r)  Circular  M.F.  19/51.  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949.  Approved 
Oxioismg.  and  Preservative  Agents. 

(s)  Circular  M.F.  20/51.  Dogs  in  Food  Shops,  Restaurants,  etc. 

(t)  Circular  M.F.  21/51.  Use  of  the  word  “Butter”  in  the  description 

of  confectionery. 

(u)  Ministry  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  Circular,  55/51.  Keep- 
ing of  pigs,  hens  and  rabbits  on  Local  Authorities  Housing  Estates. 


Building  Byelaws. 

New  Bye-laws  were  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936i  as  amended  by  the  Statistics  of  Trade  Act,  1947,  and  these  were 
confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Local  Government  and  Planning  on  the  25th 
day  of  October,  1951,  and  came  into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  December 
of  that  year.  The  bye-laws  are  set  out  in  four  parts  ; — 

Part  1.  Introductory. 

Part  2.  Buiidings. 

Part  3.  Works  and  Fittings. 

Part  4.  Miscellaneous. 

They  cover  every  phase  appertaining  to  building  operations,  and 
will  be  of  great  value  to  the  Council  ; in  particular  regarding  the  various 
“ notices  ” which  must  be  returned  duly  completed  during  the  stages  of  the 
construction  of  any  building. 


Public  Health  Acts  (Ainendinent  Act),  1907,  Section  86. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  Council  applied  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  an  order  declaring  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Am- 
endment Act),  1907,  to  be  in  force  in  the  Rural  District  of  Haverfordwest. 
I his  order  was  confirmed  on  the  14th  December,  1951. 

The  main  purpose  of  the  adoption  of  this  section  is  to  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  have  control  over  materials  received  and  disposed  of  by  the  Scrap 
Metal  Dealers  within  the  area.  Arrangements  are  now  in  hand  for  the 
registration  of  the  few  of  such  dealers  who  are  residents  of  the  Rural 
District. 
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